
BYRAM TOWNSHIP STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND OTHER IMPORTANT TIPS 

 

 

Stormwater Management  

WHAT IS STORMWATER POLLUTION? 

Water from rain and melting snow that flows over lawns, parking lots and streets is known as stormwater runoff. 
This water, which travels along gutters, into catch basins and through storm drain pipes and ditches, usually is not 
treated, but then flows or is discharged into local bodies of waters. Along the way, the stormwater picks up trash 
(fast-food wrappers, cigarette butts, styrofoam cups, etc.) and toxins and other pollutants (gas, motor oil, 
antifreeze, fertilizers, pesticides and pet droppings). This polluted stormwater can kill fish and other wildlife, 
destroy wildlife habitat, contaminate drinking water sources and force the closing of beaches because of health 
threats to swimmers. 

Human activity is largely responsible for the stormwater pollution. Everything that we put on the ground or into 
the storm drain can end up in our water. Each of us has a responsibility to make sure these contaminants stay out 
of our water. Whether we have clean water is up to you! 

 

 

For more information on stormwater management practices, many of which we currently implement, please visit: 

www.cleanwaternj.org. 

 

Lawn Management/Fertilizers and Pesticides - How you treat your lawn impacts Byram Township's water supply!    

 Please consider leaving your grass clippings on your lawn when you mow and let nature do the recycling.  

For more lawn management information:  

www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/recycling/Grass%20Cut%20It%20and%20Leave%20It.pdf 

 

 If you apply fertilizer, choose one that does not contain phosphorous and has a slow-release form of 

nitrogen.  Please follow the directions on the label for proper application and disposal.   Please consider 

using natural or less toxic alternatives.  As per NJ state requirements, homeowners should not apply 

fertilizer after November 15 and before March 1st.   For more information:  

www.nj.gov/dep/healthylawnshealthywater/docs/healthy_water_flyer_final_low.pdf 

 

 If you apply pesticides, please ensure you follow the label instructions for proper application and disposal 

and consider using natural or less toxic alternatives.  EPA has published a booklet on pesticide use which 

can be found at:  www.epa.gov/safepestcontrol/citizens-guide-pest-control-and-pesticide-safety 

 

 Consider environmentally friendly landscaping techniques such as  using native plants that don't require a 

lot of water to conserve water, use mulch instead of herbicides to control weeds, etc. 

 

Litter - Please continue to dispose of your trash and recycle items in a responsible manner, use appropriate 

collection containers in our parks and fields and visit our website for additional details on our Township's garbage 

and recycling programs: www.byramtwp.org/index.php/services/recycling_trash 

 

Pet Waste - Our Township has numerous trails and parks which are pet friendly.  As a reminder, it is the owner's 

responsibility to clean up after their pet.   Proper disposal is to place wrapped waste in a trash container or place 

unwrapped waste in a toilet.  Never discard pet waste near or in a stormwater drain!   

 

Soaps and Cleaners - Please consider using environmentally friendly cleaning products both in and out of your 

home.   There are numerous companies that provide information on chemical free products.  The EPA has 

compiled information on safer chemical products.  For more information, please visit www.epa.gov/saferchoice.   
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Effluent From Septics - as per Township requirements, residents should periodically pump their septic systems; 

lakefront residents are required to pump their septic systems every three years.    

 

Mosquito Control - Homeowners can do a lot to help control the mosquito population!    

 Mosquitoes lay their eggs near standing water, so one easy way to prevent mosquitoes from laying eggs is 

to clean out items that hold water - including any buckets, planters, pools, flower pots, bird baths, etc.   

For more information:  www.sussex.nj.us/Cit-e-Access/webpage.cfm?TID=7&TPID=3454&mh=1 

 

 Tips on how to prevent mosquito bites include applying repellent, wearing long sleeves and pants, and 

removing any containers that have standing water.  For more information:   

www.cdc.gov/zika/prevention/prevent-mosquito-bites.html  

 

ZIKA Information - ZIKA is a viral infection most often caused by a bite from an infected mosquito.   The American 

Association of Pediatrics reports that transmission is not likely to occur in NJ.   For more information:    

www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/zika.shtml  or    www.cdc.gov/zika 

 

Bears & Trash - Prevention is the key!  To reduce the possibility of bears getting into trash cans, please consider 

purchasing bear resistant containers, and put the cans out before 6am on Tuesday (rather than the Monday night).  

In addition, don't leave food outdoors in any open containers (i.e. feeding stray cats or birds). 

 

Ticks - In addition to preventing being bitten by a tick by wearing long sleeve pants and shirts, consider using a tick 

repellant.   Always check for ticks after being outdoors and don't forget to check your pets and gear as well.   

For more information:  www.cdc.gov/ticks 

 

Emerald Ash Borer - The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an insect that attacks only ash trees and may require the tree 

to be cut down.  The EAB has been reported in Sussex County.  Byram Township is voluntarily participating in a 

study to determine if there are EABs in the Township.  For more information:  

www.byramtwp.org/index.php/town_hall/committee_article/emerald_ash_borer_insect_information 

 

Mold - This microscopic fungus grows wherever moisture is present – in debris, inside walls, under floors, in attics, 

etc.  If not treated, mold can cause disease, trigger allergic reactions and damage materials that are infected with 

mold.   For more information on what you can to do:  www.sussex.nj.us/Cit-e-Access/webpage.cfm?TID=7& 

TPID=13241&utm_source=environmental&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=Mold 

 

Clean Communities - Byram Township's volunteers are doing a fantastic job keeping Byram Clean!   In the spring, 

volunteers from Brookwood, Cranberry Lake, Forest Lakes, Lake Lackawanna, Salt Shakers and even the 

Environmental Commission and Boy Scout Troop 276 cleaned areas in town and removed trash and recyclables.   

The data from the clean-ups was reported to NJ and as a result, Byram Township received $20,817 in grant 

monies!    Previous years'  funding was used to purchase trash and recycling containers for our parks and fields.   

For more information visit www.njclean.org. 

 

 

Please REDUCE, REUSE and RECYCLE to create less waste, which could end up 

contributing to stormwater pollution! 
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August 2017 

 

To all Byram residents and business owners: 

 

Stormwater pollution is one of NJ's greatest threats to our clean and plentiful water.  Every time it rains, snows or 

sleets/hail, the precipitation washes pollution/debris from our streets, parking lots and lawns.  This polluted water 

then filters into our lakes, rivers, wetlands, our wells and also gets into our storm sewer systems. 

 

Some examples of the most common debris and contaminates that are washed into our waterways include:  

 Litter       

 Leaves, grass clippings, soil 

 Gas and oil (mostly from slicks from cars and mowers) 

 Fertilizers and pesticides (from our lawns and gardens) 

 Pet wastes 

 Soaps and cleaners we use on our cars and homes 

 Effluent from failing or poorly maintained septic systems 

 

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, run-off from lawns, roads and rooftops is the number one 

cause of pollution in our waterways.  This means extra fertilizer from your lawn, oil and gas from building sites, 

litter, pesticides, sand and salt are polluting our lakes and rivers more than any other source! 

 

As a resident or business owner in Byram Township, it is important that you do what you can to protect our water.  

I've attached some helpful tips on what you can do to minimize our risk.   Please join me in protecting our lakes, 

streams, wetlands and wells by being thoughtful and careful as possible about the things you do in or around your 

home and your business.  Byram is the Township of Lakes and we all appreciate the beauty and pleasures provided 

from our two dozen lakes and ponds, Musconetcong River, Lubbers Run and our many smaller streams.  Wherever 

you live or work in Byram, the stormwater that runs off your property ultimately winds up in those waterways. 

 

For your convenience, this letter is  available on our website, along with the Township ordinances that support the 

information  provided in the attachment.   For more information, please read the enclosed tips and visit the 

following websites www.byramtwp.org, www.njstormwater.org, www.njclean.org, and 

www.anjec.org/waterstormwatermgt.htm 

 

Thank you for your continued support to keep Byram clean! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mayor James Oscovitch 

www.byramtwp.org
www.njstormwater.org
www.njclean.org
www.anjec.org/waterstormwatermgt.htm

